
l 

The Dependency Project at Legal Aid Service of Broward County provides free civil legal 
representation to children and youth in order to secure appropriate placement and services 
while in foster care and help them exit out of foster care and into a permanent living situation. 
When children are aging out of foster care, we strive to ensure that independent living support 
is in place. 

Foster care is intended to be a short-term situation until a permanent placement is found. Our 
attorneys advocate for foster children to be: 

• reunified with the biological parents when appropriate 

• placed in a permanent guardianship with relative or other adult

• adopted - If the child's parents have had their parental rights terminated by the court,
an adoption can be a forever family.

In Broward County, there are more than 100 children in foster care waiting for a chance 
to be part of a family and, ultimately, to be adopted. 

Obstacles faced by children in foster care include: 

• 60% of those sexually abused and 42% of those physically abused suffer from
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).

• 52% are prescribed psychotropic drugs - 13 times higher than children in the general
population.

• 50% to 80% have significant mental health problems; 63% are likely to have at least one
diagnosis of a mental health problem, compared to 46% of the general population.

• 30% of Broward County youths who age out of foster care will experience
homelessness.

• 50% of those who age out of foster care drop out of school, are unemployed, have
serious drug or alcohol problems or become pregnant.

• 65% are arrested by age 25.

• 25% never complete high school. Fewer than 3% go to college.

• Upon reaching adulthood, females who were in foster care are four times more likely
than the general population to receive public assistance.

The Dependency Project is committed to helping children in foster care overcome these 
obstacles and find a loving, safe, stable and permanent placement. 
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