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With the assistance of volunteer Pro Bono attorneys in the community, we were also able to serve an additional 
2,060 clients in 2020. Our Rainbow Justice project conducted virtual trainings for private attorneys about some of 
the unique needs of LGBTQ clients.

Our practice areas included working on cases involving evictions, immigration, homelessness, children in foster care, 
serving our military veterans through MISSION UNITED, and assisting victims of crime among various other needs. 
We received funding from Broward County to provide legal assistance for people facing eviction. This grant enabled 
us to hire 3 attorneys to prepare for the impending eviction crisis.

It goes without saying that our own attorneys have set the example for so many of our young lawyers. Our own 
James Heaton received the incredible honor of being selected to serve as the Vice Chair of the Florida Bar Military 
& Veterans Affairs Committee, and became president of the Young Lawyers Section of the Broward County Bar As-
sociation in June 2021.

We increased outreach on social media to reach not only our constituents but also attorneys, community partners 
and referral sources who support our services. We collectively published monthly postings promoting virtual events, 
education, fundraising, and resources for the community at large. During 2020, our Facebook and Instagram ac-
counts reached not only our active followers, but more than 24,000 unique individuals with consistent and valuable 
information and updates.

Thank you to our staff, board members, pro bono attorneys, sponsors and law firms that have gone above and be-
yond this year in helping to make justice a reality for the clients of Legal Aid Service of Broward County.

As I transition into retirement, I am confident I am leaving this great institution, a strong and thriving organization, 
for my successor. The future is bright.

Thank you!

Anthony Karrat
Executive Director
Legal Aid Service of Broward County

Dear Friends,

What a challenging year! We have survived! Despite difficult economic times, we 
were able to provide civil legal services that impacted more than 24,000 individuals 
and families. This was critically important as many were ravaged by Covid-19, loss of 
employment or reduced wages.

The entire team of 140 employees had to pivot their entire lives to work remotely and 
continue to serve our constituents and provide a safety net for them. We did this in 2020 
despite disruption in the Courts, lack of fundraisers, shelters and offices being closed.
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Legal Aid Service of Broward County (LAS) provides free legal services to low-income and otherwise elegible residents 
of Broward County. LAS’s mission is to provide high quality free civil legal advice, representation, and education to the 
most disadvantaged of Broward County so as to improve lifestyle and living conditions and encourage self-sufficiency. 
We protect and defend the legal rights of families, children, veterans, and underserved populations .

WHO WE ARE

OUR FUNDERS

WHY IT MATTERS

Low-income clients have received 
Pro Bono legal assistance since the 

inception of Broward Lawyers Care in 1983

20,000+
Children benefitted from our children’s 

advocacy programs during 2020

1,748
Veterans and their families received 

legal assistance in 2020

977

Legal Aid attorneys served 1,496 clients seeking 
housing and consumer assistance in 2020

1,496
Underserved individuals and families in 

Broward received legal assistance in 2020

9,719
Individuals impacted by Legal Aid 

services during 2020

24,722+

Total dollar value of benefits 
secured for clients in 2020

2.5 Million



Olivia*, a transgender Navy Veteran, was having a hard time coping with trauma and injuries that 
she suffered while in the military. The Veteran served six years in the United States Navy as a queer 
male and during this time was regularly harassed and physically assaulted. The harassment included 
serious threats to be thrown overboard if she ever came out.

Suffering from extreme depression and nightmares, Olivia was diagnosed with posttraumatic stress 
disorder. At that time, she applied for compensable benefits from the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. Due to a lack of records and treatment during her time in service, the claim was denied.

This is the story of the Ortiz* family. A father and three children at first broken by domestic vio-
lence and substance abuse, but then put back together. John*, the father, was not stable as he 
had a severe substance abuse issue and an ongoing co-dependent relationship with the mother. 
The mother, dealing with her own issues, could not provide a safe environment for the children. 
Needless to say, the three children led troubled lives and were in desperate need of help. Unfor-
tunately, one of the siblings was on the autism spectrum, while the youngest one was born testing 
positive for heroin and morphine. In January of 2020, the three children were court-ordered a 
Legal Aid Service of Broward County Attorney from the Child Advocacy Program.

WHY IT MATTERS

*Names and images have been changed to protect the privacy of our clients

After a few years, of dealing with her trauma with little to no support. Olivia came to Legal Aid Service of Broward County 
looking for legal assistance with her appeal. Olivia was directed to Legal Aid’s Mission United Veterans Pro Bono Project, which 
provides free legal services to eligible veterans, active-duty service members, and their families in Broward County. The staff 
attorney at the Veterans Pro Bono Project was able to obtain and review all of the Veterans military service records and discov-
ered a pattern of behavior change and disciplinary action that coincided with her reported incidences of abuse. The attorney 
presented this evidence at a hearing before the Board of Veterans Appeals. After reviewing the evidence, the Board agreed that 
Olivia’s PTSD was related to her military service and granted benefits retroactive to her initial application.

Initially, the three children were separated and bounced around between placements until eventually they were placed back 
together in foster care. It was clear through communication with the children that they missed John, however, visits with their 
father were limited partly due to COVID-19.  Faced with this unfortunate situation, John had been proactively looking to im-
prove himself. After some time and effort, John was clean and sober and participating in counseling. He was also engaged 
with the proper services to help him better parent his children, especially his son with Autism.  

Given the notable improvement in John, by October a hearing was held to begin a transition to reunification. While the oth-
er parties proposed a separate transition for each child, the Legal Aid Attorney and Legal Specialist objected passionately. 
This was not what the children wanted – they wanted to stay together as a sibling group.  Legal Aid took testimony by the 
children’s therapist as to the emotional cost another separation would cause the children who had already been through so 
much.  After carefully studying the situation, the court agreed and ultimately all the children were reunified together with their 
father in time for the Thanksgiving Holiday.  

Story of Justice: Olivia, A Transgender Navy Veteran, Successfully Appeals A VA Claim

Story of Justice: A Family Broken by Domestic Violence and Substance Abuse gets a Second Chance
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Under the Florida Community Development Legal Project (FCDL), Legal Aid Service of Broward County’s (LASBC) Com-
munity Economic Development Unit has had the opportunity to help build stronger communities by providing free and 
low-cost legal services to eligible nonprofit corporations and small businesses serving low-to-moderate-income (LMI) 
areas in the county. Through this initiative, supported by the Jerry Taylor and Nancy Bryant Fund of the Community Foun-
dation of Broward, participating Florida legal aid organizations, The Florida Bar Foundation, and other generous donors, 
Legal Aid has opened case files for 30 small businesses and 19 nonprofits in Broward County, to date. 

Thanks to our longstanding relationships with organizations such as the Urban League of Broward County and the Central 
County Community Development Corporation, which operates several small business education and mentoring pro-
grams, Legal Aid is connected with numerous minority and women-owned businesses in need of counsel. Many of these 
entrepreneurs are leading ambitious business undertakings, and as part of our mission we’re dedicated to helping them 
overcome challenges and achieve their goals.

In the first four months of 2021, we represented dozens of organizations and businesses - from education and tutoring 
centers, medical services practices, and insurance brokerages, to nail salons, spas, and business marketing consultants. 
Two of our most impactful stories involve a local restaurant and a salon.

We are proud of being able to assist a minority and woman-owned restaurant and urban garden bringing healthy eating 
to the food desert located in the historic Black neighborhood of Sistrunk Boulevard in central Fort Lauderdale, one of the 
poorest census tract neighborhoods in the city. The founder is bringing her passion in holistic health, nutrition and organ-
ic gardening to create an outside-the-box concept in the now burgeoning neighborhood, with the mission of offering 
wholesome fare, and educational components to teach community members how to grow fresh produce and cook nu-
tritiously. We were able to help jumpstart her dream by assisting with lease negotiations with a rigid real estate developer, 
while providing counsel on best practices for navigating complicated landlord-tenant contracts. On the construction front, 
we advised the client on expediting the submission of blueprints and permits, and began the bid process for the general 
contractor and subcontractors to ensure she signed an agreement to fairly protect her interests and not just those of the 
construction professionals. We’re also currently drafting an operations agreement delineating company management and 
assisting with succession planning necessary to protect the business in unforeseen circumstances. 

We also are proud of helping to save a hair salon that had been operating for ten years in the very same location. The 
minority and woman-owned salon was forced to close its doors due to the COVID-19 pandemic. With a significant loss of 
revenue, the salon was unable to pay rent and fell behind on several months. Faced with an eviction notice for non-pay-
ment, the salon reached out to Legal Aid with hopes of saving their business from a permanent closure. Our legal team 
stepped in and was able to negotiate for the salon to remain in the unit while awaiting an answer from the Small Business 
Administration about an EIDL loan and from Broward County about a CARES Act grant. Despite the excruciatingly slow 
process of obtaining grants, Legal Aid attorneys were able to keep the business operating in the premises as it continued 
to recover. As the process continues we’re confident the salon will receive the requested loan, allowing our attorneys to 
renegotiate the owed lease balance so the business can resume normal payment terms and continue to operate a suc-
cessful salon for years to come.

We’re incredibly grateful for the generous contribution of our local community partners and organizations that keep our 
program afloat and with resources to serve individuals in our city that are most in need. Through this program, and with 
the continued support of donors, Legal Aid Services of Broward County aspires to continue on its mission of helping en-
trepreneurs create wealth, social stability, and economic opportunity in low-income minority neighborhoods in Broward 
County. 

LAS’ Community Economic Development Unit is 
Making Dreams A Reality For Small-Business Owners
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BY THE NUMBERS: 2020
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Source Revenue
State/Local  $5,614,365 

Federal  $3,242,822 
Foundations  $350,365 

Contributions/Donations  $259,143 
Other Income  $638,403 

TOTAL $10,105,098

State/Local
56%

Federal
32%

Foundations
3%

Contributions/Donations
3%

Other Income
6%

Source Expense
Personnel  $7,639,241 

Subawards & Contracts  $1,229,146 
Space & Occupancy  $200,959 

Office Expenses  $365,615 
Interest Expense  $70,677 

Litigation  $61,956 
Travel & Training  $51,088 
Special Events  $13,451 
Advertising  $18,118 

Other Operating 
Expenses  $23,625 

TOTAL $9,673,876 

Personnel

Subawards & Contracts
13%

Space & Occupancy
2%

Office Expenses
4%

Interest Expense 1%

Litigation
1%

Travel & Training
0%

Special Events
0%

Advertising
0%

Other Operating Expenses
0%

 Revenue

Expense



OUR SPONSORS

$5,000 - $9,999

$4,999 and Under

$10,000+

Jacquelyn and Bruce Rogow, both former Legal Aid Lawyers, are seeking to encourage others to champion pro 
bono legal services in our community. In that spirit, they have made a $50,000 commitment to Legal Aid Service of 
Broward County. Jacquelyn was an attorney with Legal Aid Service of Broward County in 1978-80, and Bruce, a civil 
rights lawyer in Mississippi in the 1960s, was Assistant Director of the Miami Legal Services Program and Chairman 
of the Broward Legal Aid Board in 1983. They are longtime supporters of legal aid programs and organizations. 
Their gift of $50,000 over five years hopes to inspire members of the community to make five-year commitments 
(from $1,000 to $10,000 or more) to provide continuing support for programs essential to equal justice for all.

THANK YOU LEAGUE OF JUSTICE DONORS FOR YOUR SUSTAINED ANNUAL COMMITMENT 
ENSURING ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR THOSE WHO NEED IT MOST



Anonymous
Birnbaum, Lippman & Gregoire, PLLC
JM Family Enterprises, Inc. 

Jacqueline & Bruce Rogow 
Setnor Byer
Shutts

The Campaign Account of Ellen Feld

$10,000 and Above

Ackerman 
Florida Power and Light (FPL) 
Manne Family Foundation 

Professionals of South Florida 
Stearns Weaver Miller 
Valley National Bank

Van Horn Law Group 
Weiss Serota Helfman Cole & Bierman

$5,000 - $9,999

Kim Vaughan Lerner 
La Cava Jacobson & Goodis 

McLain & Mangan, P.A. 
Stephen and Rhoda Moss 

Rissman, Barrett, Hurt, Donahue, 
Schlesinger Law Offices 

$2,500 - $4,999

Banker Lopez Gassler P.A.
Jaclyn Broudy
Cohen, Blostein & Ayala, P.A. 
Smith Curry Foundation 
GrayRobinson, P.A. 
Good Spirits Restaurant LLC  
Kelley | Uustal

Kim Vaughan Lerner 
Law Offices Greaton And Greaton
National Christian Foundation of 
South Florida
Jaclyn O’Connor, Esq. 
Olive Judd, P.A.
Douglas Reynolds

Rosen Injury Law 
Senator Steven Geller
Socius Foundation 
Talenfeld Law Group 
The Quackenbush Law Firm
Young Berman Karpf & Gonzalez P.A.
Zolar Jon

$600 - $2,499

DONORS
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Jeffrey Adelman
Heather Allen
John Ameen
Dominic Andreano
Steven Appel
Ronald Armbrust
Gisele Asmar
Randell Baisden
Thomas Balcerzak
Alvan Balent
John Barker
Sneha Barve
Barbara Beilly
Albert Benzrihem
Steven Berkeley
Sarah Berlin
Steven Bornstein
Robert Boutwell
JamesBrady
Mario Bramnick
Richard Cabrera
Jeffrey Campion
Gus Carratt
Cristina Casabianca
Anthony Chiarello
Javier Chipi
Adriana Cioara
Leslie Cooney
Thomas Cooper
Danielle Curtis
Charles Curtis
Larry Davis
Andrew Davis
Jane Davison
Christine DiFiore
Robert Dunckel Attorney at Law
Scott Eisen
Derek Fahey
Charles Fahlbusch
Steven Farbman
Carey Fischer
Ruben Fogel
Jason Forman

Robert Forman
Friedman & Greenberg PA
Jack Friedrich
Jason Gibson
Esther Glazer-Esh
Pamela Gordon
Steven Greenbaum
Elizabeth Harbaugh
Matt Hellman
Bryan Henry
Robert Herman
Marc Hetzner
David Hirschberg
Liana Hollingsworth
Robert Hoose
Christine Hopkins
Dan Jacobson
Barbara Junge
Jason Kaplan
Jeffrey Kastner
Dara Katz
Judith Keiser
Jay Kim
Kimberly Ann Kisslan
Robert Klausner
Janisse Klotchman
Christopher Kondziela
Gerard Kouri Jr.
Saul Kravec
Jeffrey Kronengold
Law Office of August Paoli
Law Office of Joseph Kohn
Law Offices of Jesse Lieberman
Law Offices of Scott Gill
Larry Leiby
Dorrith Leipziger
Lewis-Legal-Group
Robert Lynne
Mark Manceri
Mc Cullough & Leboff, PA
Gregg McClosky
Cori Meltzer
Michael Metta

Elena Minicucci
Magdaline Mintz
Tracy Mitchell
ScottModlin
Arie Mrejen
Maury Olicker
Pascual Oliu
Michael Pascucci
Jonathan Pavsner
Mac Phillips
James Pickens
Carmen Pintado-Arasi
Eugene Polyak
Valerie Possenti
Peter Rachman
George Rankin
Richard Sierra & Associates, PA
August Rocco
Dana and Pia Scheer
Sheldon Schlesinger
Elain Schwartz
Marcia Seligman
Donald Shnider
Jay Siegel
Shelbe Simmons
Jeffrey Smith
Shelly-Ann Springer
Thomas Stafford
Gregory Starr
Damian Taylor
Christopher Trapani
Olesya Trayber
Tucker Law, P.A.
John Van Ness
Anthony Varbero
Margaret Villella
Joseph Wagoner
Matthew Wealcatch PA
Scott Weisburd
David Welch
Maribeth Williams
Elizabeth Windborne Woltz

$350 - $599

DONORS
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Linda Alley
Juan Arcia
Maria Ayalde
Laura Baker
Louis Battista
Michael Bender
Benevity Community Impact
Mitchell & Sharon Berger
Ashley Bolling
Bruce Booken
Lynn Britt
Ronald Brown
Cheryl Bucker
Angel Burgos
Richard Cabrera
Justin Carlson
James Carlson
Kristin Carter
David Casagrande
Kathleen Casey
George Cavros
Jonathan Cespedes
Jonathan Chea
Sean Collin
Marybeth Cullinan
Kathryn Daly
James Dehart
Clint Diamond
Al DiCalvo
Barbara Doutre
Ekateryna Drozd
Nesha Drummond
Donald Duffy
Tracey Eisen
Gary Englander
Lora Esau
Kerry Ezrol
Lanny Feldman
Debra Feldman
Catherine Ferguson
Jane Fishman
Anne Flanigan
Alan Forst
Berbeth Foster
Gairy Francis
Bernard Gallagher
Aron Gibson
Wendy Glantz
Kara Goldman
Alicia Gonzalez

Jennifer Gordon
Nathaniel Green
Janice Griffin
Mel Grossman
Annalisa  Gutierrez
Dianne & David Haimes
Maury Halperin
Jessica Hazelcorn
Jack Heda
Michael Hersh
Diana Hittleman
Paul Hoffman
Ryan Hogge
Ilona Holmes
Jamie Horne
Shaun Hudson
Jordanna Ishmael
Amy Jellicorse
Alan Jockers
Diane Jones
Howard Kahn
Shannon Kain
Melissa Kamelhair
Elisa Karp
Mahira Khan
Khila Khani
Cindy Kim
Kim Vaughan Lerner
Alan Kramer
Congressman L. Smith
Robert Lamm
Madalon Law
Law Office of Richard Donato
Law Offices of Aaron Miller
Jonathan Leinwand
Pablo Lense
Voula Liroff
Ronald Luzim
Dana Macdonald
Carolann Mazza
Stephanie Mazzola
Carson McEachern
Sabria McElroy
Jennifer McHenry
Sheila McKeithen
Jeffrey Molinaro
Jacqueline Moody
Thomas Morante
Luke Moreau
Laura Morgan

Motorola Solutions
Joseph Nagy
Nazur & Associates
Justin Nepola
Lisa North
Dawn Nunziato
Lauren O’Connor
Sarah Oliver
Nanette Olson
Oxford Lilly Pulitzer
Kristen Palacio
Patrice Paldino
Reena Patel
Richard Patterson
Warren Peebles
Valerie Peters
Kathleen Pugh
Sylvie Rampal
Marianne Rocchio
Elisabeth Rodriguez
Marc Rohr
Ashley Rosenbaum
James Rosenberg
Leonard Samuels
Maxine & Steven Schindler
Ilene Schnall
Barbara Schreibman
Stacy Schwartz
Ana Segura
Cindy Seltzer
Harvey Sheldon
Elise Shourds
David Sigerson
Jason Skura
Nicolette Solan
Jonathan Streisfeld
Kevin Szmuc
The Caribbean Bar Association
The Florida Bar Foundation
Rebecca Trinkler
Eugene Vigoa
Kimberly Wald
Erica Wander
Matthew Waring
Joshua Whisler
Marvin Wiener
Marina Wood
Ed Zebersky

$349 and Under

DONORS

Legal Aid Service of Broward County - 2020 Annual Report



©2021 Legal Aid Service of Broward County, Inc. 
491 North State Road 7 | Plantation FL 33317 | (954) 765-8950

www.browardlegalaid.org

Contact us to learn more about our 
programs or to schedule a tour. 
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